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Rehabilitation in co-operation 
with the exploited child

• The context the child lives in is
crucial
– Adult carers
– A place to stay
– Somewhere to go every day
– Stability
– Predictability
– Network of peers
– Network of adults
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Best practices

�Building on the Rights of the Child

�Always listening to what is 
important to the child

�Prepared to re-examine your 
practices

�There is always something to learn 
and always something to teach

�Stay true to what children will tell 
you



Working Group for Cooperation on 
Children at Risk

Priorities:
1. Sexual exploitation in all its forms
2. Unaccompanied and trafficked 

children
3. Children living in the street
4. Children in institutions
5. Young offenders and self 

destructive behaviour in children



Sexual Exploitation of 
Children

• Baltic Sea Regional Study on 
Adolescent Sexuality

– More than 20 000 respondents in seven 
countries among them Lithuania

• Exchange of expertise within the 
area of childfriendly investigative 
procedures and forensic interviews 
with children 
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Sexual Exploitation of 
Children

• Baltic Sea Regional Study on 
Adolescent Sexuality

– More than 20 000 respondents in seven 
countries 

• Exchange of expertise within the 
area of childfriendly investigative 
procedures and forensic interviews 
with children 



Child friendly investigations and 
forensic interviews

�Expert meeting considerations
�Evaluation: Why a single interview with an 

abused child should be preferred
�Understanding more of how and why 

children disclose abuse
�Recognising that much abuse children 

suffer are at the hands of peers
�Police need to be well trained in order for 

the “child friendly” setting turn unfriendly



Regional co-operation
� ”New” arenas for possible abuse and 

exploitation call for intensified co-operation

� Cross border criminality call for innovative 
solutions to protection issues

� Cross border child protection

� Child victims of cross border crime

� Need to learn from professionals in all 
countries

� Involvement of the NGO and civil society



The situtation for NGOs

�Follow the funding

�Too short funding remits

�Too many reports

�Focus on measurable, visible and 
preferrably short interventions

�Accountability

�State responsibility



Challenges 
� Governments need to recognise the 

knowledge and expertise existing within the 
NGO sector
� Involvement in cross-sector groups

� Using NGOs in developing innovative responses

� NGOs need to emphasise and upgrade hands-
on experiences
� Use the specific access to affected groups

� Direct their efforts to gaps 

� Cooperate across borders
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